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“PETROL” – THE COLOuR OF DEPTH AND ExPANSE”

The colour “petrol” lies between blue and green and reminds of a wide sky and deep water.  It conveys alertness, clarity, openness and 
intellectual freedom, connecting heaven and earth, far and near. LEICHT is using it on kitchen fronts as a matt lacquered surface. This tone, 
whilst muted, has a relatively high proportion of green. It is suitable for all wood styles, particularly those with a greyish surface, for instance 
for “slate oak”, as well as for white and all grey tones.

mustard yellow and petrol – a typical colour combination of the fifties. mankind longed for something new, for openness and expanse. The 
collage demonstrates beautifully how one can create a new and modern room ambience with this colour. How carefully selected old and 
new furniture pieces, together with decorative objects, can transform the flair of those times into a contemporary design.

The modern oriental rug from the designer, jan Kath, forms the calm basis for kitchen fronts and chair in a vivid “petrol” colour. The 
“Tonneau”-Chair is covered with the original fabric and the design brings back memories of the sixties. The straight forward dining table with 
narrow metal legs and a high gloss lacquered wooden top, is typical of the times and, at once, timelessly modern. An elegant ‘tray’-table 
provides space for all collections of original glass vases and the ‘Arzberg’ crockery set on the table is an original. many of these decorative 
accessories, for instance the colour enamelled “Krenit”-bowl on the floor, are today produced again either in the original or in similar styles.
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“CuRCumA” – mAKES CHEERFuL AND HAPPy, IT IS wARm AND COmFORTABLE

Only emperors and Buddhist monks were allowed to wear yellow gowns in the old China. This was the colour of happiness, of 
wisdom and fame.  Goethe has written in his colour theory that “yellow certainly gives a warm and comfortable impression”. 
yellow is associated with sun, light, serenity and joy but also stands for knowledge, reason and logic.

Thus this colour, like no other, is suitable to charge a kitchen with positive energy. The “curcuma” kitchen fronts are matt lacquered 
with a warm mustard yellow, leaning toward orange. It is the perfect match for grey or black and expressive timbers such as 
walnut kitchen fronts - and, of course, also for combining with white.

This exemplary collage also demonstrates how modern furniture and decorative elements can be brought together in harmony 
with original pieces from the fifties and sixties. The walnut Bellmann-Chair was designed at the end of the forties and looks today 
as young as it did six decades ago. The three legged table is a perfect match, even though it comes from a current Collection. 
The two-tone vases and the elegant, black lacquered metal bird are originals from the fifties and sixties. The bird is again being 
produced today as is the enamelled bowl. The lights are from current Collections as is the homely felt rug. Together, these pieces 
from totally different design epochs, radiate tranquillity and clarity, a design that can be transferred to modern kitchens at any time. 
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“THE KITCHEN IS ONE OF THE mOST ImPORTANT PLACES IN THE OVERALL ARCHITECTuRAL CONCEPT”

The kitchen in the centre of modern architecture - this is the theme of the second edition of the LEICHT book “Architecture+Kitchen”. 
Renowned international architects and creative LEICHT interior designers from all over the world have contributed to its concept.

Nine family houses in Germany, Luxembourg, Belgium, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, the united States and Taiwan are presented 
by professional architectural photographers. Common to all projects is the successful and harmonious integration of the kitchen 
within the architecture. The highest degree of esthetics, individuality, and exclusivity. The internationally successful brand LEICHT, 
located in Swabian waldstetten, makes a clear case with this book for the close interaction between modern architecture and 
pioneering kitchen design.
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For all architects involved in the book, the kitchen has a central role. It is “One of the most important rooms in the overall  
concept” (Tanja Diemer, Aalen) “Seamless transition between living and eating” (Ken-Fu Lo, Taiwan) or “THE place for  
communication (Herrmann Boss, Bregenz). For michael Roeder, Stuttgart, “The kitchen is not a ‘trendy hobby room’ but naturally 
an integral part of the personal “Lebensraum”. For Roger Kurath, Los Angeles, “A meeting point where Life reigns”.

The kitchens illustrated in this new book are accordingly always placed in the centre of the house in all nine residential projects, 
open for living and life.  This results in a high degree of design continuation which influences both room and light and colour and 
material of the kitchen.

with 196 pages, the book, in its black linen cover, demonstrates the high quality of the large picture format. All nine residential 
projects are shown with detailed sketches, with interior as well as exterior elevations together with planning and design details. 
The texts are in five languages (German, English, French, Spanish and Dutch). The book is available via the international kitchen 
trade expert or can be ordered directly from LEICHT for 10 Euro at www.leicht.com. 
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RESIDENTIAL BuILDING | mARTELANGE | BELGIum

Extensive coniferous forests are characteristic of the Belgian Ardennes region. The solidly built passive-house, close to marte-
lange, echoes this material within its facade, thus creating a strong connection with the landscape. A sustainable indigenous 
construction material was used for insulation: namely straw. The external elevation appears closed, the windows behind the 
wooden shutters become visible only as darkness sets in. At the back, the house opens up on two floors to the garden and the 
beautiful view. Inside and outside merge.

Kitchen, dining room and living area are divided only by free standing partitions, offering a sense of space and unbroken views. 
Connecting elements: black slate floor covering and a fair faced concrete ceiling. The kitchen reflects the architectural concept 
with its straight lines, functionality and minimalism. Handle-less tall units with integrated electrical appliances behind the glossy 
lacquered fronts, form a closed wall, separating kitchen from dining area. An elongated isle block with a white Corian worktop 
provides the central feature.

Everything that could disturb the tranquillity and flow of the room, has a place behind handle-less cupboard fronts. The ceiling 
fan keeps the view clear.
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The profile-griprail at the top edge of the cupboard fronts, forms a shadow joint under the flush-with-surface Corian worktop, 
emphasising the horizontal effect and with it the elongated isle form. Floor units with integrated interior pullouts are very easy to 
handle and present a continuous front to the outside. The impression of order and calm is also supported by the tall units with 
slide-away doors which are opened by a kick pedal to slide laterally into the cupboard carcase. Thus the integrated electrical 
appliances are always accessible. Glass in the interior fits harmoniously into the colour and material concept of the house.

A wide entrance from the front door connects kitchen, dining and living area. The long table and the floating staircase are aligned 
parallel to the kitchen arrangement. Daylight, a private space and a direct entrance to sauna and swimming pool via a spacious 
patio. Nursery and office look into the garden, the bathroom faces the street. The architectural principle is based on the function 
of the rooms. window heights are aligned to the working height. The wooden slats offer a view and protection from the sun at 
the same time.
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RESIDENTIAL BuILDING | RHEINGAu | GERmANy

An almost completely preserved bungalow from the year 1970, having been badly damaged by vandalism, was renovated with 
great enthusiasm, expertise and love for detail and reinstated to its old glory. Thus, a modern open family house with a living space 
of 700 sqm, grew in a large forest area that mirrored the original design of Sever Severan senior to the last detail. Influences of 
Richard Neutra and mies van der Rohe are based on personal connections with the architects.

Apart from the master bathroom, the kitchen is the only room that has been newly designed. with 11 m x 5 m it corresponds 
to the spaciousness of the house and was accord-ingly generously planned. In the centre is an 8.40m long isle into which the 
cooking centre is integrated and which eventually reaches into a dining table, connected through a lowered bench. under the 
windows, 60 cm wide floor units form a continuous band across the entire length of the room. Ceiling high tall units opposite 
house the appliances.
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The isle cupboards are white high gloss lacquered. The rest of the cupboard fronts show a matt white lacquered horizontal relief 
character. 

A white mineral based material is used for all worktops. The alu-edge underneath has the effect of a griprail, emphasising the 
horizontal lines. Large window panes and the halogen spots in the ceiling provide good room illumination, creating a pleasant 
atmosphere. The striking surface of the kitchen fronts thus comes into full effect. The floor units work with the touch opening 
system and the pullouts are electrically operated, giving the kitchen a predominantly handle-less appearance. 

Kept in the original: the submersible glass façade in the living area, the fire place designed by a renowned artist, the leather wall 
cladding and the slate and ceramic floor covering. 

An overhanging roof creates shadow, with the pool reflecting light into the rooms. The swimming pool was fully restored with the 
newly designed bathroom of the same material.
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RESIDENTIAL BuILDING | wISSGOLDINGEN | GERmANy

A house that opens up to landscape, nature and light - is just what the property owners, a husband and wife team, wanted. 
All rooms on both levels of the hillside property face Southwest into the sparsely populated landscape. The ceiling high large  
frameless sliding windows, an all round glazed courtyard and a large circular skylight let daylight fall onto two levels, with the 
focus on the kitchen area, lifting the boundary between inside and outside.

Cube shaped from the outside and clearly organised, the house appears peaceful and closed but in no way forbidding. The room 
at the top towers playfully over the one-storey high building that is otherwise closed to the street. Public and private areas face 
the garden on two levels. Living and working is organised with an appropriate division provided. Tall glass sliding doors, almost 
3.80 m high and in part running on four rails, open the living room on two sides and the dining area on three. mediterranean-style 
living and residing outside - here it becomes pleasurable reality.
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The colouring imparts lightness and joy of life, thus loosening the severity and straight lines of the architecture. The basic white 
blends harmoniously with the floor of Canadian birch. The yellow lacquered underside of the worktop lights up the open kitchen 
through the daylight falling in from above. The glossy white lacquered fronts of the isle floor units are flush with the worktop and 
the side panels, thus creating a solid and yet light appearing cube in the centre of the room.

The transition of the closed tall units to the open shelf unit marks the transition from kitchen to dining area. A circular sky light 
connects the two levels of the house. Steps in the width of the room lead from the kitchen directly to the dining table that stands 
alone in the room, glazed on three sides. The view broadens over the pool into the landscape. The ceiling high kitchen cupboards 
correspond with the equally high doors. The electrical appliances are symmetrically integrated, providing visual tranquillity. The 
side panel shelf unit matches the rise of the steps exactly, blending the two living area levels. The workroom of the jewellery  
designer has its separate entrance and is directly connected to the living area. Here once again white dominates with colour highlights.

The material should appeal to the senses: coarse gravel instead of the paved path outside, water and an island with a tree in the 
glazed courtyard. The rammed earth wall, closing the living area to the floor, regulates moisture, with the differing pigmentation 
creating an attractive surface. In the bathroom the view rules. The colour white, used here, does little to distract the eye and so 
the green of the landscape has the maximum effect.
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